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and it is a special object with them to furnish a complete ab- •

stract of tlie government, condition and progress of the State,

and of tliose of its institutions, in v»d\ich the people are all

interested. And yet not "one word is said about the most im-

portant and nniversal of our interests ! A School system,

educating nine-tenths of the future citizens of the State, and

on which the State and Counties are annually expending over

two hundred thousand dollars, is not once mentioned among
the statistics of Xorth-Carolina! The American Almanac,

pul)lished in Boston, wdl be found, in the T\o. for 1856, to

have been mncli more considerate : and I mention this iittle

circumstance not to make a grave complaint of it, but as a

remarkalde proof of that very genei-al disposition prevailing

among ns, to forget our Common Schools, and never in our

thoughts, speeches or writings, to ennmerate them among our

valuable, or even note-worthy institutions.

As a people, as politicians, as writers,, as public-spirited

citizens, we do nothing to keep them in an honorable position

before the public eye ; and when they are brought up in pub-

lic assemblies or in private circles, it is genei-ally to be lec-

tured for making no greater progress, to be discouraged by

invocations of failure and disaster, and to be dismissed with

contemptuous epithets, and hasty assurances that it- is per-

fectly useless for them to try to succeed. And still these ve-

ry persons will rail on the OfScers of the system for not stim-

ulating it more ei^eetually

!

Not unfrequently all the efforts and all the hopes of these

officers and of the friends of the system will be ridiculed as

fruitless and visionary, with one breath, and with the next, in

the same speech, these persons will be assailed for not doing-

more good

!

This view of the subject, by no means distorted or misrep-

reseiited, is calculated to chill the energies of the most san-

guine friends of the cause ; and if they labored only in mak-

ing speeches, often addressing empty benches, and hardly

ever leaving any lasting impression on the small miscellane-

ous auJiences gathered together from various motives, they

would have reason to despond.

But I lutve labored, I trust, with more comprehensive


